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Editor’s View
Chris Carter

Having been around a 
bit in Redbridge – I’m 
coming up to 25 years 

working on the Recorder 
– I’ve seen plenty of  
political shenanigans.

The borough was 
Conservative-led in the 
early days, then Labour 
had a purple patch in the 
1990s, before the Tories 
snatched the reigns back. 
The last council was a 
coalition mirroring the 
national picture.

A theme consistent 
throughout, though, is the 
north-south divide.

Labour tends to rule in 
the south, while the Tories 
are strong in the so-called 
“leafy” north and that 
creates tensions.

During the Conservative 
reign there were frequent 
accusations that leading 

councillors were favouring 
the areas of  Woodford and 
Wanstead, at the expense 
of  the more deprived areas 
of  Loxford, Seven Kings 
and Goodmayes.

The Seven Kings area 
has for so long been 
labelled the Cinderella of  
Redbridge – although it 
could be argued the last  
administration addressed 
some of  that imbalance.

Now we have the Tories 
rising up in Woodford 
and Wanstead over the 
threat to the “character” 
of  the area, a claim 
Labour leader Jas Athwal 
attacked this week.

I believe most residents 
would rather the parties 
worked together for 
the good of  the whole 
borough.

Health stats and child 
poverty figures (see p19) 
indicate the south of  
the borough has major 
deprivation issues.

But that does not mean 
people in the north do not 
have their own needs.

Attempts to protect the 
ambience of  the area is 
not necessarily nimbyism 
– it can have an effect on 
people’s health and well-
being.

It is incumbent on the 
leaders of  all parties 
to ensure no one part 
of  the borough feels 
marginalised. 

� KEN ASTON

A great tribute 
to a great man
A wonderful tribute to 
the late, great Ken Aston, 
MBE (Recorder, October 
9). Anybody who had the 
pleasure of  knowing/
associating with him could 
not fail to be impressed. He 
became a friend of  mine 
from the first time I met ( at 
a referee training course).

It was also apt that the 
new square was named 
after him. After spending 
all that money building the 
square surely it could have 
been completed in time. I 
wonder if  the council can 
now spend a little more on 
replacing the vandalised 
tree (from two years 
ago) in Queen Elizabeth 
II Memorial Field, 
Barkingside Recreation 
Ground, that should be 
standing by the bench seat 
in his memory.

Ron Coles 
Greenleafe Drive 

Barkingside

� AL-NOOR SCHOOL

You are right 
how good it is  
What a lovely article about 
Al-Noor Primary School 
(Recorder, last week). I have 

been privileged to visit the 
school on a few occasions 
plus attend a couple of  
their events. 

I have also joined in 
one of  their community 
events, sweeping up litter 
and making the pavements 
clean and tidy for others.

The atmosphere in the 
school is just as the article 
described it. 

It is calm, peaceful and 
conducive to learning.

I feel for the Muslim 
schools that are under 
constant investigations 
because of  Islam 
extremists. 

I’m sure that none of  us 
applaud terrorism but it is 
so sad that children have to 
be brought into this. 

Lovely to read that 
Al-Noor School has been 
placed on a six year 
inspection cycle. 

Another credit to the 
school.

It seems hopeful that in 
the not too distant future 
Al-Noor will be able to 
welcome non-Muslim 
children to the school. 

I welcome this day as 
the children who are 
lucky enough to attend 
will receive an education 
second to none plus all of  
the children can explore 
and learn about their 
respective cultures.

Cllr Barbara White 
(Goodmayes)

� DIWALI

Greetings to all 
on great day 
Today (Thursday) marks 
the auspicious occasion of  
Diwali, a festival celebrated 
by Sikhs, Hindus and Jains.

For Sikhs, Diwali (also 
known as Bandi Chhor 
Divas or the Day of  
Liberation) is particularly 
important because it 
celebrates the release of  
their sixth guru, Guru 
Hargobind jee, and 52 
other royal princes, from 
Gwalior Fort in 1619. On 
this auspicious festival 
of  lights, I send my best 
wishes to all.

Cllr Varinder Singh 
Bola

Labour Member for 
Cranbrook Ward

� MYOR’S PICTURE

It was John or 
Linda not Rich  
I have just read News 
Flashback 1994 and the 
picture and article with the 
Mayor Richard Hoskins.

Richard Hoskins was 
Mayor 1996/97 and in 1994 
it was either John Watts 
1993/94 or Linda Perham 
1994/95.

Tom Howl
Mansfield Road

� SAVE OUR SUBURBS

Sign petititon 
to keep land
I read Cllr Deakins’ 
letter (Recorder, October 
9) with interest and 
disappointment. At the 
cabinet meeting where 
the decision was made to 
launch consultation on the 
“Woodford to Wanstead 
corridor of  desecration”, 
there was no Lib Dem 
representation. Instead 
Con Snaresbrook Cllr Chris 
Cummins and myself  (a 
Con ex-councillor) spoke in 
defence of  the west of  the 
borough. However, more 
important than making 
cheap political points is 
what we do as a community 
to resist this unprecedented 
threat. Conservative 
councillors across 
Wanstead and Woodford 
are backing the “Save 
Our Suburbs”  campaign 
to protect the green and 
attractive character of  our 
neighbourhood. We will be 
spreading the message to 
every doorstep in Wanstead 
and Woodford, but please 
sign our petition at tinyurl.
com/SaveOurSuburbs and 
visit SaveOurSuburbs.
wordpress.com

Alex Wilson
Kingspark Court
South Woodford
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NADS
Highlight

NADS
Highlight


