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 News Flashback A look back at the stories of the day, this week, 60, 40 and 20 years ago

1953
An appeal to families 
to play “aunt and 
uncle” to some of the 
3,000 neglected and 
uncared for children 
in the area was made 
by Cllr Mrs Morris.

She told North Ilford 
Ratepayers 
Association that the 
county would be 
pleased to make 
arrangements for 
families to have 
children to tea or 
home for the 
weekend.

“Even if you only 
write a letter to a 
child or send a 
present, we do hope 
that you will take 
responsibility for 
some of those less 
fortunate children,” 
she pleaded.

She spoke with 
bitterness of the one-
day sensation Curtis 
Report, which told of 
the lamentable 
conditions in which 
thousands of children 
were living. She said: 
“People forgot and 
left the job to 
someone else.”

1973
A Redbridge 
schoolboy won his 12-
year fight against a 
crippling disease 

after a delicate eight 
hour operation to 
repair a hole in his 
heart.

After only five days, 
with more than 35 
stitches across his 
chest, Mark Nygate 
was up and about.

His mother Rhoda, 
who was too tense to 
wait at the hospital, 
heard of the 
operation’s success at 
the family’s home in 
Woodford Bridge Road.

Then she and her 
husband Joe took it in 
turns to stay by their 
son’s bedside, while he 
lay in a coma for two 

days.

“Mark has been very 
lucky,” said his 
mother. “The hospital 
staff were honest with 
us and we knew the 
great risk involved. 
The first thing he did 
when he came round 
from the operation 
was to wish me happy 
birthday from the day 
before. Seeing him 
laughing later on was 
the best present I 
could have dreamed 
of.”

1993
A former foreign 
correspondent, and ex-

Recorder reporter, won 
a five-year battle to see 
his first thriller in 
print after publishing it 
himself.

Israeli-born Roger 
Radford, 46, of 
Redbridge Lane East, 
Redbridge, wrote The 
Winds of Kedem in 1986.
Despite countless 
rejections from 
publishers he formed a 
company and paid for 
the book to be printed.
The gamble paid off and 
buyers from W H Smith 
agreed to stock the 
thriller following sales 
at its airport 
bookshops.

 Former foreign correspondent Roger Radford signs copies of his first thriller

 Holocaust Memorial Day

»The need to never forget 
the horrors of the Nazi 
genocide and the hope 

that one day the world will be 
free of persecution, were two 
of the defining themes of the 
borough’s Holocaust Memo-
rial Day. 

For the 13th year, Red-
bridge marked the national 
day which remembers those 
communities destroyed dur-
ing the Holocaust and subse-
quent genocides in Cambo-
dia, Rwanda and other 
countries.

At the Holocaust Memorial 
Garden in Valentines Park, 
Ilford, on Monday, politi-
cians, councillors, school-
children and residents heard 
from Bob Obuchowski, 84, of 
Leigh Avenue, Redbridge, 
who survived Auschwitz-
Birkenau and other camps.

Mr Obuchowski said: 
“When I was liberated by the 
Russians, I thought we were 
free of racialism and anti-
Semitism. Unfortunately we 
find a lot of it still.

“We hope one day it will be 
cured and we will be free, all 
the minority groups and all 

the people will work in har-
mony.”

His words were echoed by 
World War Two veteran Les-
lie Sutton, 88, of Limewood 
Court, Redbridge, who was 
present at the Nuremberg 
trials of the Nazi leadership.

Speaking after the service, 
he said: “It’s what Churchill 
said – anything that’s forgot-
ten can be repeated. 

Poems
“It’s very gratifying that 

there’s so many people, par-
ticularly the pupils from the 
schools. The future is in their 
hands.”

Sara Jugon, 11, of Al-Noor 
Muslim Primary School in 
Green Lane, Goodmayes, 
who watched, said: “It was 
really informative and mov-
ing. I learned a lot about what 
happened in the past to the 
Jews and other groups. 

“Children can learn many 

Young and old gather 
to recall and learn the 
lessons of genocide
It was moving and informative – Sara, 11
by Alistair Kleebauer
alistair.kleebauer@archant.co.uk

important lessons from what 
happened.” 

Pupils from Clore Tikva 
Jewish Primary School in 
Fullwell Avenue, Barking-
side; Ilford Jewish Primary 
School, Carlton Drive, Bark-
ingside and Uphall Primary 
School, Uphall Road, Ilford 
asked the crowd to be grate-
ful for all they have, such as 

the beauty of the nature in 
the park around them.

They also read The Butter-
fly, a poem by Czechoslovak 
Pavel Freedman who was 
killed in Auschwitz, ending 
on the poignant line “there 
are no butterflies here, in the 
ghetto”. 

Speakers from King Solo-
mon High School, Forest 

Road, Barkingside, also drew 
on the rich cultural heritage 
of Holocaust survivors, read-
ing Shema, a poem by Italian 
writer Primo Levi. 

Standards from the Jewish 
Lads and Girls Brigade, its 
Ilford girls’ unit, and the 
Barkingside branch of the 
Royal British Legion were 
raised as the memorial 

 Rabbi Aryeh Sufrin at the Holocaust Memorial Garden, Valentines Park
 Leslie Sutton attended the 

Nuremberg trials after the war
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prayer was recited. 
Rabbi Aryeh Sufrin from 

the Chabad Lubavitch Ilford 
Centre, Eastern Avenue, 
Gants Hill; Fr Stewart Hal-
stead of St Alban’s Church, 
Albert Road, Ilford; the May-
or of Redbridge Cllr Mu-
hammed Javed and council 
leader Cllr Keith Prince all 
addressed the audience and 
were joined by Redbridge 
MPs Lee Scott (Con, Ilford 
North) and Mike Gapes (Lab, 

Ilford South). 
The combined choirs of the 

South West Essex and Settle-
ment Reform Synagogue and 
the Ilford United Synagogue 
performed a hymn.

Students from Beal High 
School in Woodford Bridge 
Road, Redbridge; The Forest 
Academy in Harbourer Road, 
Hainault and Oaks Park 
High School in Oaks Lane, 
Newbury Park, read out the 
statement of commitment. 

 Survivor

A Holocaust survivor, alongside her 
daughter, told her moving and 
incredible story to sixth form 
students in Redbridge to coincide 
with Holocaust Memorial Day on 
Sunday.

King Solomon High School, Forest 
Road, Barkingside, hosted the 
interschool seminar, Lessons from 
the Holocaust, in partnership with 
Beal High School, Woodford Bridge 
Road, Redbridge, to 150 students 

from eight secondary schools on 
Thursday.

Lady Zahava Kohn, 77, 
accompanied by her daughter 
Hephzibah Rudofsky, 49, spoke 
about her mother’s experiences in 
Westerbork and then Bergen 
Belsen concentration camp until 
her liberation.

Zahava’s brother, Jehudi, who now 
lives in Israel, was saved from 
being sent to a concentration camp 

when his parents handed him over 
to the Dutch resistance at the end 
of 1942. That helped to secure his 
survival.

Hephzibah said: “I think this story 
holds a message of how the human 
spirit can rise above the damage 
and hardship others inflict.

“Instead of acting like victims, my 
mother and her family all moved 
forward to create new beginnings 
and embraced life with hope.”

 Holocaust survivor Lady Zahava Kohn, (middle) told students from eight Redbridge secondary 
schools about her experiences in a Second World War concentration camp

 Roy Collard and Mark Lolin

Witnesses 
persecuted 
for their faith
Members of the congregation 
of the Kingdom Hall of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses in High 
Road, Seven Kings, took time 
to remember the fate of their 
fellow Witnesses in Nazi Ger-
many. 

After refusing to take part 
in military service or swear 
allegiance to Adolf Hitler’s 
regime, about 10,000 were im-
prisoned and about 1,200 died 
through execution or starva-
tion. 

Roy Collard and Mark Lo-
lin manned a display stand 
informing people of the Wit-
nesses’ persecution.

Mr Collard drew attention 
to the Translation of Decla-
ration document which Wit-
nesses were encouraged to 
sign in Nazi Germany re-
nouncing their beliefs. He 
said: “Only a few signed it. It 
shows the integrity of this 
group of people in resisting 
all the pressure they met. Of 
all the groups that suffered 
in this way, they were the 
ones who could have saved 
themselves by signing this.”


