
We can agree to 
disagree but we have 
an obligation to 
respect one another
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 Faiths Forum 
News from the borough’s multi-faith communities – contact Amanda Nunn on 020 8477 3826 

Festival of flowers
A flower festival with craft 
market and exhibition will 
be held at St Peter’s Church, 
Aldborough Road North, 
Aldborough Hatch, on June 
23. There will be 
performances by singers 
from Charmas Stage School, 
Indian folk dancing by 
Redbridge Asian Mandal 
and a choral recital.

Human trafficking
A discussion about chocolate 
production and human 
trafficking will be held on 
Sunday at Oasis Church, 
Essex Road, Chadwell Heath, 
from 4 to 6pm. The talk is in 
association with Stop the 
Traffik charity and will 
include a chocolate-tasting 
session. All are welcome.

Synagogue songs
Singer Mike Mirandi will be 
performing from 1.30pm at 
the Sukkat Shalom Reform 
Synagogue, Hermon Hill, 
Wanstead, on Thursday. 
Tickets are £3 including 
refreshments. 

»Stars of Channel 4 docu-
mentary Make Bradford 
British said they hoped a 

Redbridge street cleaning in-
itiative could be replicated 
“up north”.

Rashid Mahmood Khan 
and Damon Scully were 
speaking at the launch of For 
A Positive Change and said 
the project was a great idea to 
build bridges between differ-
ent parts of society.

Each month, volunteers 
will meet to rid the borough’s 
streets of litter with the hope 
of improving community  
cohesion.

The project was launched 
last week at the Al Noor Pri-
mary School, Green Lane, 
Goodmayes. It will be a joint 
initiative involving the 
school, the Al Ansar Islamic 
Education Centre, High Road, 
Goodmayes, the Eman Foun-
dation, Ashgrove Road, 
Goodmayes, and Seven Kings 
Mosque, High Road Seven 

Kings, along with Redbridge 
Council.

Invited guests included 
Redbridge Mayor Cllr Mu-
hammed Javed, council lead-
er Cllr Keith Prince, deputy 
leader Cllr Ian Bond and La-
bour group leader Cllr Jas 
Athwal.

Mr Khan said: “These vol-
unteers are doing it for free. I 
think people have something 
to learn from this area and 
it’s something you don’t see 
people doing up north. This 
is something we will take 
back with us.”

‘Helping others’
Al Noor headteacher 

Someera Butt said: “We are 
teaching our children to take 
up their position in society 
helping others by going out of 
their way and contributing.”

So far, seven trial clean-ups 
have been conducted, with 
more than 234 people volun-
teering to take part. 

Among their more unusual 
finds were a new leather jack-
et and a loaded air rifle which 
was taken away by police.

Organisers hope that the 
scheme will bring people to-
gether and encourage them 
to take better care of their en-
vironment. 

Mrs Butt said: “We can 
agree to disagree, but we 
have a whole lot in common 
and we have an obligation to 
respect and care for one an-
other. 

“I’m looking forward to a 
brighter future which has 
been contributed to by the 
children from Al Noor.”

During the launch, chil-
dren from the primary school 
donned their high-visibility 
jackets and, together with 
about 40 guests, went to the 
nearby park to collect litter. 

Street-cleaning initiative aims 
to sweep prejudice in the bin
Pair from Make Bradford British gives thumbs-up to idea

 From left: Abbas Mubarak (nine) and Shadia Yusuf, 
Nour Sennoun and Ayod Elnaas (all 10)

Rashid 
Mahmood Khan 
and Damon 
Scully from hit 
documentary 
Make Bradford 
British said 
community 
projects break 
down barriers 
and encourage 
cohesiveness.

The 

 Breaking down  barriers

Israeli Arab 
diplomat tells 
his life story
Israel’s first Bedouin diplo-
mat spoke about his incredi-
ble life story, from growing 
up in a tent without electric-
ity to representing his coun-
try abroad. 

Ishmael Khaldi, talking at 
the Woodford Liberal Syna-
gogue, Marlborough Road, 
South Woodford, said he had 
been inspired to become a 
diplomat after initiating a 
project to teach young Jews 
about Bedouin culture and 
history. 

Rabbi Richard Jacobi said: 
“Ishmael’s story shows what 
a determined person can 
achieve in a democracy and 
that Israelis come in all 
shapes and sizes.”

Mr Khaldi studied at the 
universities of Haifa and at 
Tel Aviv before becoming a 
political analyst for the Is-
rael Defence Forces. He also 
spent time working at the Is-
raeli Ministry of Justice.

Murle Muswell, 53, from 
Buckhurst Hill, said: “He 
was an interesting as well as 
amusing character. He 
talked about how, while 
Bedoins don’t have running 
water or electricity, they 
still all have mobile 
phones.”

Mr Khaldi also signed cop-
ies of his book A Shepherd’s 
Journey: the story of Israel’s 
first Bedouin diplomat.

Church receives visit from US organ enthusiasts
More than 48 American enthusiasts 
came to visit a Woodford Green church 
as part of a wider tour of important or-
gans in the south of England.

The organ at St Mary’s Church, High 
Road, is a rare unaltered example of 
prestigious organ makers Grant, De-
gens and Bradbeer’s work.

The group, called Pipedreams, also 
visited Westminster Abbey and St 
Paul’s Cathedral.

Tom Bell, 29, who teaches at the Royal 
College of Organists, played the instru-
ment for the visitors.

documentary brought eight people with radically 
different views together as a social experiment 
and the pair became firm friends.

Mr Khan said: “To pick litter up from the ground 
is humbling, but the intention has to be right as 
well as it’s done for the one above. We can learn 
something from this area.”

They entertained guests at the launch of the For 
a Positive Change project which meets once a 
month to clean the streets.

Mr Scully said: “I think it’s really good what’s 
happening in this community. When people go 
out on the streets, it can bring the community 
together.” 

The pair want to take their experiences from the 
documentary and promote interaction between 
different communities.

 Michael 
Barone, 
presenter 
of 
Pipedreams 
radio 
station in 
the USA, 
playing the 
organ at St 
Mary’s

Archbishop’s 
mosque talk
A speech by the Emeritus 
Archbishop of Southwark 
will take place in a mosque 
on Thursday.

Kevin McDonald will be 
discussing Catholics and 
other faiths from 8pm in his 
first visit to Redbridge.

Mr McDonald’s career has 
included work at the Vatican 
to promote Christian unity.

Fr Francis Coveney, of St 
Anne Line Church, Grove 
Crescent, South Woodford, 
said: “He’s one of the Catho-
lic Church’s top experts on 
inter-faith dialogue in Eng-
land and Wales.”

The Three Faiths Forum 
event is at South Woodford 
Mosque, Mulberry Way, 
South Woodford. Entry is 
free and all are welcome.

More than 10 churches in the 
borough will take part in this 
year’s God in the Park 
festival in Goodmayes Park 
Extension, Goodmayes Lane, 
Goodmayes on July 14. To get 
involved call 07805 541318.

God in the Park

Headteacher Someera Butt

Draw Date:

18/05/2012

1st Prize of £1,000
002483

Second prize: It’s a rollover
Making next week’s
2nd prize £6,000!

10 x 3rd prize 
of £10

036814, 052604,
068742, 087873,
015601, 072616,
014318, 046444,
007838, 045397


		2012-05-22T12:40:49+0100
	Preflight Ticket Signature




