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87 High Street, Barkingside,
Ilford, Essex IG6 2AH

Tel: 020 8551 3017

OPEN UNTIL
MIDNIGHT,

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

11+
Specialist training centre 
for Redbridge & Essex

Master Brain Academy
Maths, English, 11 Plus (Year 2- 6 ) 

326 High Road, Ilford, IG1 1QP  

Call us on: 0208 551 6761 
or 07939194752

Find out more at:
www.MasterBrainAcademy.com

Admissions open
Year 2 – Year 5

Jail for cash 
box robbers
Three robbers 
who were chased 
by police through 
Redbridge after 
stealing what 
turned out to be 
an empty cash 
box, have been 
jailed.

see page 5

Shoppers in 
parking row
Shoppers have 
been arguing with 
parking wardens 
and businesses 
left to suffer 
because pay and 
display machines 
in Barkingside 
High Street have 
been out of order 
for weeks.

see page 7

Work is under way to establish if the 
borough’s first independent Muslim 
primary school could be placed into the 
hands of the council. Al-Noor in Green 
Lane, Goodmayes, could be funded by 
Redbridge Council after a £60,000 
feasibility study. 

see page 19

Muslim school makes a 
move for council funding

School hits back 
at Jessie J claims
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� Al-Noor could be funded by the council

Ghosts of 
Redbridge

� Basana Kimbembi
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»Violent crime on Ilford’s 
streets is running out of 
control, according to resi-

dents who have spoken out 
after a shopper was stabbed 
in the town centre.

The Recorder has been 
flooded with comments from 
people saying they no longer 
feel safe after the attack 
which left the pavement 
stained with blood.

The man, in his 20s, had 
been shopping with a friend 
when he was stabbed in front 
of horrified passers-by out-
side Ilford station, Cran-
brook Road.

He is expected to make a 

full recovery from the 
wounds to his chest and arm.

Police are still hunting the 
culprits as they continue to 
appeal for witnesses.

Redbridge borough com-
mander Det Ch Supt Sue Wil-
liams said this week: “We 
will take whatever action we 
can to bring these people to 
justice.

“We don’t know why the at-
tackers were as brazen as 
they were. They were clearly 
after this individual but we 
don’t know what the cause 
is.”

In a poll on the Recorder 
website, the majority, 56 per 
cent, said they no longer feel 
safe from crime in Redbridge 
and a further 28pc said they 

have never felt safe in the 
borough. 

One resident said: “I’ve 
lived in Ilford for 50 years. I 
used to feel safe walking 
around the town centre after 
dark. 

“Now it’s too scary, I drive 
everywhere.”

Shootings

Thursday’s stabbing fol-
lows a string of increasingly 
public attacks by criminals, 
who seemingly have no fear 
of being caught.

A man was stabbed in High 
Road, Ilford, in front of doz-
ens of people in September. 
Three daylight shootings in 
less than a week in July saw 
four men gunned down in Il-

ford and Goodmayes.
Campaigner and Seven 

Kings resident Danny 
O’Brien, who founded Anti-
Knife UK, said some crimi-
nals seek out violence in 
places as public as possible 
for notoriety and “respect” 
among their peers.

He added: “The more peo-
ple who see it, the more street 
cred they get.”

� ‘Everyone knows someone 
who’s been attacked’: The 
true picture of crime in 
Redbridge: pages 8&9

� Police shut town centre road after stabbing

� Residents claim violent crime out of control

� The crime scene after a man was stabbed in the chest in Cranbrook Road, Ilford, on Thursday

Streets of fear

by Lizzie Dearden
lizzie.dearden@archant.co.uk

 Reader comments

In a stream of comments 
on the Recorder website, 
one reader said Ilford town 
centre is “getting worse 
day by day”.

Rezz Ali wrote: “I have 
lived here for over 22 
years. It has definitely got 
worse. But I think it’s all 
these hooligans from 
outside Ilford that come 
here and create trouble.”

Junaid Habib felt the 
same, adding: “It is not the 
same Ilford we use to live 
in. It’s not safe any more.”

Several people called on 
authorities and police to 
do more to make the town 
centre secure, with one 
adding: “‘You want to 
commit crime – come to 
Ilford’ should be the new 
town logo.” 

� The fight against 
academy status

Parents go 
to No 10 
Parents are 
taking their fight 
against a primary 
school being 
turned into an 
academy to the 
steps of Number 
10 Downing 
Street.

see page 17
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At Curves it takes just 30 minutes to improve  
your health! Complete 10 WORKOUTS  
in honour of a woman you know  
who has battled breast cancer and  
you can join for free with a suggested  
donation of £20 to Breast Cancer Care. 

Train depot 
work begins 
for Crossrail
Work is starting at the Il-
ford train depot to turn it 
into one of the biggest yards 
for the new Crossrail line.

The ground is being pre-
pared for a paint shop and 
logistics centre on the west 
side of the site.

The noisiest work, includ-
ing breaking stands and 
concrete slabs, is being un-
dertaken during the day to 
minimise disruption and 
hoardings have been put up 
to contain noise and dust.

Next month, the training 
centre and stores at the de-
pot will be demolished as 
the transformation of the 
site gets under way.

There will be 10 new sid-
ings for Crossrail trains, as 
well as staff accommoda-
tion and changes to exist-
ing facilities.

A small family business 
at the entrance to the site, 
in Ley Street, is being 
moved to make way for a 
new staff car park.

Academy Roofing Sup-
plies has been running for 
20 years but a Crossrail 
spokesman said an alterna-
tive site would be found.

Ilford is one of five sites 
along the Crossrail route 
that will house trains.

The new line is due to 
open by 2019 and will link 
Maidenhead and Heathrow 
in the west to Abbey Wood 
and Shenfield in the east, 
through Ilford, Seven 
Kings, Goodmayes and 
Chadwell Heath stations.

Third arrest 
over death of 
have-a-go 
hero dad
Detectives have made a 
third arrest in the case of a 
have-a-go hero dad from 
Chigwell who died follow-
ing a suspected robbery.

The 38-year-old man, who 
has not been named, was 
arrested at his home in 
Barking on Tuesday morn-
ing on suspicion of conspir-
acy to rob and remains in 
custody at an east London 
police station.

The arrest follows the 
death of Shammi Atwal, 45, 
who owned Glenn and Co 
cash and carry in River 
Road, Barking, with his 
wife.

Police said father-of-two 
Mr Atwal was killed when 
he was struck by a lorry af-
ter chasing a gang of al-
leged robbers from his store 
on Monday, October 14. 

The driver stopped and 
was not arrested.

Two men have already 
been charged with man-
slaughter and robbery in 
connection with the inves-
tigation and appeared at 
Barkingside Magistrates’ 
Court on Monday.

They are Vidmantas Gon-
skoves, 26 of Grange Road, 
Plaistow, and Aurimas Dil-
iunas, 27, of Rosslyn Road, 
Barking.

Both men were remanded 
in custody to appear at the 
Old Bailey on Monday, No-
vember 4.

Muslim primary is hoping to 
come under council’s wing
‘Our aspiration is to be part of the family of faith schools’

»The borough’s first inde-
pendent Muslim primary 
school may be funded by 

the council after £60,000 was 
approved for a feasibility 
study. 

A trustee of the Al-Noor 
Muslim Primary School, in 
Green Lane, Goodmayes, 
said it was something the 
school had been working to-
wards for the past eight 
years. 

Under the proposals the 
school would be expanded 
from one class in each year to 
three, and a new building 
would encompass the plot 
next door which includes the 
former White Hart pub site.

Passionate 
Sadiq Kothia, trustee of the 

Al Noor Foundation, said: “It 
has always been our aspira-
tion to be part of the family of 
faith schools within Red-
bridge, as well as continuing 
the positive contribution 
which Al-Noor Primary has 
made towards the local com-
munity for the past 10 years.”

Mr Kothia said the demand 
for school places in Red-
bridge and increasing capac-
ity of Al-Noor, which opened 
in 2002, were motivating fac-

tors for wanting the school to 
come under the local author-
ity. 

“We live in a very diverse 
borough, and welcome the 
opportunity to provide all 
children with the opportuni-
ty to realise their fullest po-
tential,” he said. 

“Al-Noor as an organisa-
tion is passionate about edu-
cation, and the provision of a 
broad and balanced curricu-
lum for all.”

Additional places
Children of all faiths are 

welcome to attend the school 
– something which would 
continue under the changes.

The money was given the 
green light at the Redbridge 
Council cabinet meeting at 
Redbridge Town Hall, High 
Road Ilford on Thursday. 

Cllr Alan Weinberg, cabi-
net member for children’s 
services, said he welcomed 
the study and the possible 
changes, saying it would pro-
vide additional school places. 

“They recognise the value 
of the education system in 
our borough and I think it 
says a lot that they want to 
come into the family of Red-
bridge,” he said. 

“I’m a great supporter of 
faith schools as it gives par-
ents choice.”

by Amanda Nunn
amanda.nunn@archant.co.uk

� Headteacher Someera Butt with students outside Al-Noor Primary 
School, in Green Lane, Goodmayes


