
West Lodge
Residential  Care Home

For more information contact Carol
020 8504 4542

32 Palmerston Road
Buckhurst Hill IG9 5LW

West Lodge now has one
vacancy in a fully furnished
and refurbished single room.

The home is
professionally managed

by a doctor and a
trained and qualified

matron.

STAIRLIFTS NEW FROM

ONLY £1249
INSTALLED!

0800 111 4974
www.rightchoicestairlifts.co.uk
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»About 100 parents and 
teachers turned out on 
Tuesday to support teach-

ing assistants who were 
made redundant from Wood-
lands Primary School.  

A petition against the 
 redundancies was also 
passed around which had 
 almost 200 signatures from 
parents. 

Police were called and 
spoke to demonstrators but 
there were no incidents.

Confused
The 13 support staff and 

one parent support adviser 
were made redundant from 
the school in Loxford Lane, 
Ilford, last month.

One parent Eddie Crump, 
44, of St Francis Way, said: 
“Lots of people are angry 
about how they have been 
treated, it shouldn’t have got 
to this stage. 

“The children are con-
fused and they are asking 
why the teachers aren’t in 
school.”

The school was placed into 

special measures in January 
2011 and a new executive 
headteacher and an associate 
headteacher were employed 
in September.

A spokesman for Redbridge 
Council said: “The new roles 
within the new structure at 
the school are paid at a much 

higher rate and require a 
higher level of expertise, ex-
perience and skills. The staff 
were offered a chance to se-
cure these posts through a 
test and interview process.”

 Another concerned over 
the lack of continuity result-
ing from high staff turnover 

is Amina Ali, 34, of Kingston 
Road. Her son is in Year 5. Ms 
Ali said: “There’s not been a 
permanent teacher for a 
whole year. One week he had 
three different teachers and 
he’s had nine different teach-
ers this academic year.” 

The former staff claim 

their dismissal was “unfair” 
and they were not properly 
consulted over the move. 

They are represented by 
the GMB union.

 Gahazala Navaid, a former 
parent support adviser at the 
school, said: “Fourteen peo-
ple have been made redun-
dant while there are still jobs 
at the school. We were invit-
ed to a meeting at the school 
but our union representative 
wasn’t allowed to come so we 
didn’t go.”

The council added: “The 
trade unions were involved 
with the consultation proc-
ess and a trade union repre-
sentative was present at 
those meetings. 

“However staff chose not to 
attend all meetings.” 

Parents and teachers in demo 
backing axed class assistants
School says restructuring means different job skills needed
by Amanda Nunn
amanda.nunn@archant.co.uk

 Brigitte Michalle, who lost her job, with other demonstrators who are angry about what has happened

 Special measures
 Special measures is applied to 

schools when they are deemed 
to be failing.

The status is given by regulator 
Ofsted.

 Schools under special measures 
are subject to short-notice 
inspections. 

 Three short-notice inspections 
have been conducted at 
Woodlands since July 2011.

 An inspection in March found: 
“Too much responsibility rests 
chiefly on the shoulders of the 
executive headteacher and the 
associate headteacher.”

 The report also said: “Frequent 
changes to teachers have 
affected the progress made by 
some children.”

Ben has the write stuff to meet Sally
An eight-year-old Woodford Green 
pupil who wrote an inspiring letter 
about disability got to meet British 
gold-medal winning athlete Sally 
Gunnell.

Benedict Hughes, of Bancroft’s School, 
High Road, Woodford Green, was 
named as the London winner of a 
Royal Mail Olympics letter-writing 
competition.

On April 16, he got to talk to the 
champion hurdler, who won gold over 
400m at the 1992 Olympics, at an 
awards ceremony in Stratford.

Benedict and his dad, who were on a 
family holiday in Dorset, made a round 
trip just to meet the athlete, with the 
young student getting a chance to hold 
her medal. 

Benedict impressed judges with his 
entry on what the Olympics meant to 
him.

He was inspired by his mum’s friend 
who uses a wheelchair. 

Sally said: “It was fascinating to read 
what the nation’s kids think about the 
forthcoming Olympic and Paralympic 
games.”

Mark Thomson, Royal Mail’s Olympic 
director, said: “I was very impressed 
with the creativity of Benedict’s letter.”  Benedict Hughes and Sally Gunnell

Pupils and 
mosque 
keeping 
streets clean
An initiative to keep the 
streets of Redbridge free of 
rubbish is being launched by 
school and mosque volun-
teers over the next two 
weeks.

Four centres will take part 
in the project with their start 
dates staggered over the next 
four months.

The first to start the 
scheme is the Al-Noor Foun-
dation primary school, Green 
Lane, Ilford.

Al Noor headteacher 
Someera Butt said: “We’re  
delighted that the communi-
ty has come together for a 
cleaner neighbourhood.” 

Aims include keeping the 
borough tidy, educating peo-
ple on the importance of 
clean streets and to encour-
aging community spirit.

The first group of volun-
teers plan to sweep the alley-
ways of Telegraph Mews and 
a stretch of High Road, Il-
ford.

Around 10-15 volunteers 
will be taking part.   

Roaring good time at shops for young
A wild week for children kicked off on 
Monday at Exchange Ilford that will see 
animal rides provide roaring fun.

Running until bank holiday Monday, 
children can enjoy nine hours of activi-
ties from 10am-7pm each day in High 
Road, Ilford.

Zoo rides will be in the shopping 
 centre for just £2, along with coin oper-

ated rides to entertain children.
Frenford Clubs will also be present 

on Saturday and Sunday to tattoo kids 
with wash off glitter and they will also 
be joined by Foolish Fairies selling cup 
cakes. The week of festivities will be lo-
cated on level one of the centre, outside 
TKmaxx and caters for children up to 
the age of 16.

Get our FREE app
for the latest news

LONDON24
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Just in case the “elderly” of 
this borough become 
altogether invisible, it may 
be of interest to those who 
have attended the recent 
meetings at the library halls 
at both Ilford and 
Barkingside that our 
beloved president of the 
Redbridge Pensioners 
Forum is back in Ilford, 
after an unfortunate 
incident from which he 
needed recovery time. 
Welcome home, Chris 
Wilson!

During this period, the great 
supporting members of the 
RPF Committee, with the 
social committee (keeping 
members together) – and 
Monica continuing to keep 
us all informed in our 
newsletter and John 
Coombes keeping us all 
functioning, with Lee and 
all of the committee doing 
their bit – have kept the 
spirit of Ilford’s people in the 
maturity, happily involved 
in Redbridge Pensioners 
Forum.

I felt it high time that these 
wonderful people get 
recognition – like Doris 
Greenstein (who has been 
very unwell) and Patrick 
and others, (over 80 in some 
cases) who dedicate their 
spare moments, caring and 

 Letters

quietly creating a sort of 
“care, courtesy and 
consideration” campaign. 
They go about their business 
very quietly.

Many have for years 
(without recognition or fuss) 
created the community 
spirit of Redbridge and kept 
us well informed.

Rarely are they given a 
mention. The same applies 
to George Osborne who, 

with myself, opened the 
earliest Citizens Advice 
Bureau of Essex and all 
those many people are 
treated with very little 
regard or recognition and 
are lucky if they can 
collapse in a seat along the 
Ilford High Road.

It’s high time the work and 
help which is done quietly 
and conscientiously by that 
RPF Forum, caring for the 

senior citizens of Redbridge 
is now recognised and 
acknowledged and 
respected. They just could 
easily be playing cards or 
watching TV all day, but 
their devotion to good 
causes, done with decorum 
and modesty should be 
highly congratulated.

L Martin
BA (Hons)

Address supplied

I am absolutely dismayed that 
up to 250 containers are to be 
placed in Hainault Forest to 
serve the Olympics.

We, in Hainault, have been 
long lost at the bottom of the 
council’s list as “out in the 
sticks”. Rubbish is always 
thrown at us.

It’s not bad enough we were 
included to be part of Greater 
London for votes, not bad 
enough that Londoners foot 
the Olympic bill, instead of the 
whole country, which it is for.

Now, our open space which 
attracts people from further 
afield is to be restricted at the 
height of summer.

Many families visit the forest 
in school holidays. It’s a good, 
basically free, day out for 
cash-strapped people. The 
car parks are full up and lots 
of cars park on the grass. 

Where will they park now? 
Where can we walk and play?

Why didn’t they put containers 
on the farm in Forest Road, 
five minutes away, where the 
farmers have applied for 

tents? Because the council 
wants the money and blow 
everyone.

Mrs J Hazell
Brocket Way

Chigwell 

 A Snoozebox temporary hotel is planned for Hainault Forest

Where will we play if forest becomes hotel?  Queen’s Hospital
Great staff, bad 
bureaucracy
My wife and I have 
recently welcomed our 
first child to the Vicarage. 
She was, despite my 
serious reservations, 
delivered at Queen’s 
Hospital, Romford. 

I need not have been 
concerned. The care that 
all of us received from the 
nursery nurses, midwives, 
doctors and consultants 
was second to none. These 
people work extremely 
hard, doing the very best 
they can for those in their 
care and seeking to make 
the experience of 
childbirth a positive one.

The horror stories about 
the maternity ward at 
Queen’s are legion, but 
what is clear is that this is 
not down to the medical 
staff. 

However, what is equally 
clear is that these staff are 
working against a system 
of bureaucracy and 
administration. Serious 
flaws in communication 
between departments, lack 
of resources and lack of 
staff (six midwives off sick 
in the day care ward on 
one occasion) all conspire 
to undermine the excellent 
and hard work (12-hour 
shifts for most) of the staff 
of the ground. So it’s a hats 

off and a gracious thank 
you to those who offer the 
care so sensitively and 
diligently at Queen’s in 
spite of the constant 
frustration of an 
administrative and 
management system that 
simply doesn’t work.

Fr Gareth Jones
The Vicarage

Ilford

 Litter
We are tidying 
up Goodmayes
In my ward of Goodmayes 
we suffer in the same way 
as many others with litter, 
fly-tipping, graffiti and 
untidy front gardens. 

We have deployed a 
number of initiatives to 
make a change, including:

 around 100 new litter 
bins

 monthly walkabouts 
with residents, police and 
council officers

 regular litter picks 
organised by the 
Goodmayes Residents 
Association, Friends of 
Goodmayes Park and the 
Al-Noor School

 weekly councillor 
inspections of the entire 
ward.

Cllr Ali Hai
Cameron Road

Seven Kings

 Pensioners Forum
Let’s recognise 
work of ‘elderly’


